* Max Strahan. This year, the litigious 
right whale activist sues the State of 
Maine for allegedly not doing enough to 
protect right whales from becoming 
entangled in fishing gear in Maine 
waters, thus violating the Endangered 
Species Act. The lawsuit demands $100 
million in damages to be used for whale 
enhancement efforts. Strahan also asks 
that fishing gear be affixed with identify 
ing markers so regulators know whose 


ar is responsible for entangling which 
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* Marge Orman. For the second straight year, 
the unofficial leader of the Fisheries Survival 
Fund notches a victory for scallopers. First, two 
years ago, her group convinces the feds to open 
up Georges Banks to scallopers. Then last year, 
the New Bedford-based organization wins the 
first round of a lawsuit filed by the Conservation 
Law Foundation to re-close the areas. In the 
court's final ruling, issued in February, the group 
wins yet again 


¢ Bill Clinton. The former U.S. president evi 
dently doesn’t feel your pain. Before leaving 
office, he signs one executive order setting up a 
nationwide network of marine protected areas, 
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signs a law prohibiting finning in U.S. waters, 
and in December issues another executive order 
to create the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve to protect an area 
of 100,000 square miles said to contain 70 per 
cent of the nation's coral reefs 


* Billy Joel. The Piano Man has got us feeling 
all right. The well-known recording artist joins a 
congressional delegation at a Washington, D.C., 
press conference and calls on the federal govern 
ment to cough up money for the Long Island lob 
ster industry, decimated by the ongoing die-off 
Somehow, the fishery needs to be preserved, Joel 
argues. “People should come to Long Island not 
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just because it sells postcards and T-shirts,” Joel 
says, “but because it sells lobsters.” 


* Mark Simonitsch. The Cape Cod fisherman 
successfully defends his right to fish after the 
Barnstable Town Council votes in February not to 
renew his permit to operate a weir. Gary Brown, 
the councilor who led the charge to withhold the 
permit, says the weirs are bad for tourism. Local 
residents are outraged by the vote and it is 
rescinded two weeks later 


* Gary Nichols. Thieves prey on the Florida 
lobster industry with alarming intensity, costing 


fishermen 25 percent or more of their catch in 
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Gary Nichols 


many areas, says Gary Nichols, president of the 
board of the Organized Fishermen of Florida and 
a 1998 NH Highliner. “What we're really losing is 
our future lobsters,” Nichols says, noting that the 
trap robbers flout minimum-size limits. The 
organization backs a successful drive to secure 
stricter penalties for lawbreakers. 


* David Ezra. The federal court judge sends 
shock waves through Hawaii's longline fleet 
when he closes 6.5 million square miles of fish 
ing grounds around Hawaii to longlining to pro 
tect sea turtles, orders 100 percent observer 
coverage for longline vessels, and severely 


restricts their days at sea. Ezra later eases restric 
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tions on longlining for tuna, but the court 
order puts a damper on the swordfish fleet, at 
least until NMFS delivers an environmental 
impact statement, expected this month 
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Cutting operations are much easier with knives that are tough 
and sharp, and have the right blade length, shape, flexibility 
and balance. These Dexter/Russell” features are the result of 
over 174 years of American knife making experience in 
satisfying customer needs. Our knife edges are stone 

ground and honed by hand from stain-free high 

carbon or high carbon cutlery steel to long-lasting 


ultimate sharpnes: 


tion for you. 


Ask for Dexter/Russell’ the 
next time you buy knives. 


These sharp edges are the 
most consistent and finest in the world. If 

you want the right knife to do the right job, 
Dexter/Russell” is the right brand selec- 


DEXTER RUSSELL 


Website - www.russell-harrington.com 
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